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material culture, the possible ramifications of which Meltzer discusses before proceeding in the following chapter to
consider the origins and lifestyle of Clovis and the issue of
human extinction of Pleistocene megafauna.
Post-Clovis occupations of North America are the
focus of chapter 9. Unlike Clovis, these people exhibit
extensive diversity in their material culture, and Meltzer
discusses why and how this diversification came to be.
Much of the chapter centers on the Great Plains and offers
a detailed discussion of bison and bison hunting.
The final chapter considers how the initial occupation
of North America served to biologically preconfigure
susceptibility to European-introduced diseases, such as
smallpox, and concludes with a discussion of how Native
American depopulation bears upon understanding the
past and ownership of the past, as well as considerations
of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and the Kennewick remains.
While readers lacking any anthropological background might not find First Peoples in a New World easy
going, their effort would reward them with a good review
of topics and controversies surrounding the peopling of
North America. Susan C. Vehik, Department of Anthropology, University of Oklahoma.
Contesting Knowledge: Museums and Indigenous
Perspectives. Edited by Susan Sleeper-Smith. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2009. 362 pp. Maps, photographs, notes, index. $35.00 paper.
Seventeen scholars contributed to this group work.
First exposed to compilation books in the eighties, I
found the format exhilarating then. There were so many
angles, so much information. Now, however, such books
are, to me, rather like walking a cobblestone path. Maybe
I just have inappropriate shoes, but the journey is seldom
entirely smooth going. And having to adapt to different
writing styles every 20 to 30 pages is an added hindrance.
Still, the genre is here to stay, and Contesting Knowledge
has much to recommend it.
Analyzed in four out of twelve pieces, the National
Museum of the American Indian (NMAI) is viewed from
interesting perspectives, and those writings are among
the most interesting chapters, along with pieces about
particular Native community museums.
Native writer Amy Lonetree’s “Museums as Sites of
Decolonization” compares NMAI exhibits to those of
the Ziibiwing Center for Anishinabe Culture, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. Lonetree notes that NMAI “fails to tell
the hard truths of colonization.” She finds NMAI to be
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an institution of a nation-state, unable to vary from a
national agenda. Searching for a successful decolonizing
exhibit, Lonetree finds that the Ziibiwing Center provides
the best example. It makes oral traditions the overarching framework in which to discuss Anishinabe lives and
history. Viewers learn about land theft, disease, poverty,
violence, and forced conversions of faith. The exhibits
discuss removals, smallpox, and alcoholism.
Lonetree notes that the Center’s exhibition walls
narrow as the hard truths are faced. Background voices
read disturbing texts of treaties and documents, should a
viewer not be inclined to read exhibit labels. Knowing the
colonizing section is emotionally taxing, the Center next
offers a roomier space, inhabited with a heartbeat sound
and soft music, where positive aspects of the community
are described and visitors can calm down.
Contesting Knowledge, with five times more nonNative than Native authors, I realized, can itself be seen
as an aspect of lingering colonization where Native
people are the subject described and analyzed primarily by others. Ann McMullen’s contribution, however,
doesn’t analyze a strictly Native topic, but instead takes
a unique look at George Heye, the premier collector of
Native materials now belonging to NMAI. She works
at exposing the maligning descriptions of him and his
work as examples of bias.
Gwyneira Isaac’s contribution illuminates how the
Zuni A:shiwi A:wan Museum and Heritage Center approaches archival material and replicated artifacts, and
how institutional places can adapt to honor Native sensitivities. Brian Daniels notes how Northern California
tribes learned the importance of cultural documentation
from various court decision setbacks. Daniels notes that
the American Indian Religious Freedom Act only guarantees the right to beliefs, not the practice of them. Aiding
their continuing struggles, the Hupa, Yurok, and Shasta
have emphasized archives and museum development.
These and other interesting chapters illuminate Native
efforts to survive. Karen Coody Cooper, Cherokee Heritage Center, Tahlequah, Oklahoma.
The American Indian Oral History Manual: Making
Many Voices Heard. By Charles E. Trimble, Barbara W.
Sommer, and Mary Kay Quinlan. Walnut Creek, CA: Left
Coast Press, 2008. 160 pp. Notes, appendices, bibliography, index. $65.00 cloth, $22.95 paper.
The American Indian Oral History Manual offers a
clear, succinct, and practical approach to guide and encourage the collection of American Indian oral history
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by Indigenous peoples themselves. Building on previous
work conducted for the Native American Veteran History
Project, it was tested at two Great Plains states workshops
(South Dakota and Nebraska) attended by representatives
from tribal colleges and veteran interest groups.
The authors bring a great deal of expertise to the table
in producing this useful text. Charles Trimble, an enrolled
member of the Oglala Sioux tribe, has a distinguished
record of involvement in Indigenous issues, including
service as director of the National Congress of American
Indians, as a board member with the Nebraska State Historical Society, and an appointment to the American Folk
Life Center Board of Trustees at the Library of Congress.
Coauthors Barbara Sommers, a founder of the Minnesota
Oral History Association, and Mary Kay Quinlan, editor
of the Oral History Association Newsletter, also authored
The Oral History Manual (2002).
What makes the collection of American Indian oral
history both unique and challenging? This question is addressed in the opening chapter, which provides an overview of both the history and specific factors that define
American Indian oral history. The authors point to the
cultural contexts in which the collection of oral history
must take place as well as with the type and related protocols that must obtain for different types of Indigenous
oral texts.
Crucially, ethical guidelines are discussed in the second chapter. The authors clearly indicate they will not address some of the more stringent requirements that follow
federal funding for such projects. They do discuss the role
of institutional review boards and the legalities of signed
consent in the context of tribal communities. Moreover,
they outline the best practices related to record keeping
and point to the need for training and careful narrator
selection.
Noting that community outreach is an integral part of
oral history projects, the authors cover project planning
and provide a range of practical information about equipment and budgets. In a world of ever-changing technology, the authors provide very good general guidelines
for the specifications required of equipment to produce
archival-quality materials.
Central to all oral history work is the interview. The
authors cover interview preparation, the interview itself,
and interview processing, all with enough detail to provide good training for the uninitiated. Particularly noteworthy are the cross-cultural considerations that must be
considered in relation to collecting American Indian oral
history. The text portion of the manual concludes with a
presentation of a number of ways in which such oral his-
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tory material may be used for community benefit, a point
often missed in other guides.
Strong appendices provide the manual’s readers and
users with sample forms for oral history activities (i.e., consent, interview, and artifact inventory forms) and with the
most recently crafted Oral History Association Guidelines.
Susan D. Penfield, Documenting Endangered Languages
Program, National Science Foundation.
Unearthing Indian Land: Living with the Legacies of
Allotment. By Kristin T. Ruppel. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 2008. viii + 227 pp. Photographs, notes,
references, index. $35.00 paper.
The legacies of allotment on reservations—fractionated heirship and dispossession most notably—have
been apparent to numerous observers since the early
20th century. In Unearthing Indian Land: Living with
the Legacies of Allotment, Kristin T. Ruppel explores
contemporary efforts on the part of several Native individuals to correct more than a century of land tenure
questions and outright fraud. Although such efforts have
potential impact throughout Indian country, Unearthing
Indian Land focuses on the local efforts of activists such
as Ernee Werelus at Fort Hall in Idaho and Helen Sanders
on the Quinault Reservation in Washington.
Ruppel correctly traces the origins of Indian land
definitions and interpretations to European colonization
and, more specifically, to the early 19th-century Marshall
Court trilogy of decisions related to Cherokee removal.
The author gives less attention to the actual General Allotment Act of 1887 and Burke Act of 1906, which became
the more direct mechanisms for Native land tenure difficulties in the 20th century. Despite this imbalance, the
warren of regulations and case law surrounding Indian
land becomes all too clear in the book. Much of the discussion in Unearthing Indian Land by necessity includes
legal descriptions.
Ruppel focuses on selected modern examples of attempts to mitigate and correct past abuses of Indian land
and resources, up to and including the Cobell case against
the Bureau of Indian Affairs regarding Individual Indian
Monies. While the overall discussion is somewhat abbreviated, one of the book’s great strengths is its clear
demonstration of the complexity of Native perspectives
regarding resource questions. Ruppel makes evident that
the interests of individual land owners are often at odds
with the interests of tribal governments. For example,
tribal governments may support legislation such as the
Indian Land Consolidation Act of 1983, but individual
© 2010 Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska–Lincoln

